
 

Celebrity Guest Biographies 
Gbenga Akinnagbe 

 

Gbenga Akinnagbe (born December 12, 1978) is an American actor and writer, best known for 
his role as Chris Partlow on the HBO series The Wire.[1] In 2007, Akinnagbe appeared in the film 
The Savages with Philip Seymour Hoffman, Laura Linney, and Philip Bosco. He appeared in the 
remake of The Taking of Pelham 1 2 3, which was released by Sony in June 2009. Akinnagbe 
made a guest appearance on a Season 10 Law and Order: SVU episode entitled "Hell" as Elijah 
Okello, a former Ugandan child soldier living in New York, facing deportation. Akinnagbe's 
former The Wire cast mate Robert Wisdom also appeared in that episode as Father Theo 
Burdett. In 2010 in Seattle, Washington Akinnagbe starred in world premiere play The Thin 
Place at The Intiman Theatre.[4] He was also in the movie Lottery Ticket and is currently in The 
Good Wife as Pastor Isiah Easton.[2] His former co-star from the The Wire, Frankie Faison, 
portrayed his father on the show in several episodes. He is currently starring as Kelly Slater, a 
new nurse in the 3rd season of the Showtime series Nurse Jackie.[5] He also starred in leading 
roles for two Independent films, as Jack in "Home", directed by Jono Oliver, and as James in 
"Big Words", directed by Neil Drumming. He is currently playing a drug lord in the USA series 
Graceland and stars as Tom in The Following. He starred as a CIA Agent in 24hours movie 
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Darren Aronofsky 

 

Darren Aronofsky (born February 12, 1969) is an American film director, screenwriter and film 
producer. He has received acclaim for his often surreal, disturbing films . Aronofsky's followup, 
the psychological drama Requiem for a Dream, was based on the novel of the same name by 
Hubert Selby, Jr. The film garnered strong reviews and received an Academy Award nomination 
for Ellen Burstyn's performance. After turning down an opportunity to direct an entry in the 
Batman film series and writing the World War II horror film Below, Aronofsky began production 
on his third film, the romantic fantasy sci-fi drama The Fountain. The film received mixed 
reviews and performed poorly at the box-office, but has since garnered a cult following. 

His fourth film, the sports drama The Wrestler, was released to critical acclaim and both of the 
film's stars, Mickey Rourke and Marisa Tomei, received Academy Award nominations. In 2010 
Aronofsky was an executive producer on The Fighter and his fifth feature film, the psychological 
horror film Black Swan, received further critical acclaim and many accolades, being nominated 
for five Academy Awards including Best Picture and Best Director and winning Best Actress for 
Natalie Portman's performance in the film. Aronofsky received nominations for Best Director at 
the Golden Globes, and a Directors Guild of America Award nomination. His sixth film, the 
biblically inspired epic Noah, was released in theaters on March 28, 2014. 
 
 
Kristin Davis 

 

An active philanthropist, Kristin Davis has had the honor of dedicating her time and efforts to 
serving as a Patron to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust and a Global Ambassador to Oxfam 
International. Davis joined the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in 2009, after she traveled to 
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Kenya to go on safari, but instead found herself trekking into the wilderness to save an 
orphaned baby elephant.  After receiving Kristin’s call, the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 
transported the baby elephant to their nursery.  Thus began Davis’ relationship with and 
devotion to the Trust.  Kristin is dedicated to the Trust’s mission: to give these orphans a 
chance to heal, thrive and eventually be introduced back into the wild and to protect their 
habitat and ecosystem for everyone.   She is also dedicated to inspiring change and creating 
awareness to stop the illegal poaching for ivory, before elephants become extinct in the wild, 
something that will happen in a mere 10 years unless we all act now to change things. Davis has 
been a supporter for Oxfam since 2004, and took on the honor of Global Ambassador in 2006. 
She has spoken at the United Nations in an effort to eradicate poverty and fight for social 
justice. Kristin travels with Oxfam extensively, speaking about the projects she has seen in 
Africa and Haiti. Visiting local communities and gaining a better understanding of gender issues 
and poverty, as well as how environmental issues affect the people and their surroundings. Best 
known in her professional career for her award winning role as Charlotte in “Sex and the City,” 
Davis most recently completed a run on Broadway in the play The Best Man, up next she can be 
seen in the new CBS show “Bad Teacher”. 
 
 
Edie Falco 

 
Edith "Edie" Falco (/ˈiːdi ˈfælkoʊ/; born July 5, 1963) is an American television, film and stage 
actress, known for her roles as Diane Whittlesey in the HBO series Oz (1997–2000), as Carmela 
Soprano on the HBO series The Sopranos (1999–2007), and as the titular character of the 
Showtime series Nurse Jackie (2009–2016). 
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Frances Fisher 

 
Frances Fisher began, best known for her roles in Titanic and the Unforgiven, has portrayed 
strong women on film and TV since the early 80’s.  She began her career in theatre and later 
starred as detective Deborah 'Red' Saxon in the ABC daytime soap opera The Edge of Night 
(1976–1981).  In film, she is also known for her roles in True Crime (1999), House of Sand and 
Fog (2003), Laws of Attraction (2004), The Kingdom (2007), In the Valley of Elah (2007), Jolene 
(2008), The Lincoln Lawyer (2011), and The Host (2013). In 2014, Fisher began starring in the 
ABC drama series Resurrection.  She has a daughter, Francesca, with ex-significant other, Clint 
Eastwood.  Francesca is also an actress. 
 
 
 
Angelique Kidjo 

 

Angélique Kidjo (July 14, 1960), is a Grammy Award winning singer-songwriter and activist from 
Benin, noted for her diverse musical influences and creative music videos. Time magazine has 
called her "Africa's premier diva".[4] The BBC has included Kidjo in its list of the African 
continent's 50 most iconic figures.[5] The Guardian has listed her as one of its Top 100 Most 
Inspiring Women in the World[6] and Kidjo is the first woman to be listed among "The 40 Most 
Powerful Celebrities In Africa" by Forbes magazine.[7] She now resides in New York City,[12] 
where she is an occasional contributor to the New York Times.[13][14][15] Kidjo is fluent in Fon, 
French, Yorùbá and English, and sings in all four languages; she also has her own personal 
language, which includes words that serve as song titles such as "Batonga". "Malaika" is a song 
sung in the Swahili language. Kidjo often utilizes Benin's traditional Zilin vocal technique and 
jazz vocalese. 
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Katie Lee 

 

For Katie, culinary personality and co-host on Food Network’s hit show “The Kitchen,” cooking 
wasn’t just a hobby growing up – it was a way of life. Raised in a modest, tight-knit West 
Virginia family, each evening centered around the dinner menu. Eager to get involved, Katie 
began cooking at the tender age of 4 under the guidance of her mentor Grandma Dora. Using 
fresh vegetables from her grandpa’s garden and meat from the family’s cattle and pig farms, 
Katie quickly learned the value of seasonal ingredients. Katie’s latest book “Endless Summer 
Cookbook” is set to debut April 14, 2015. Her first cookbook, The Comfort Table, was released 
in 2008, soon followed by The Comfort Table: Recipes for Everyday Occasions (2009). In 
addition to her cookbooks, she published her first novel, Groundswell, in 2011. In addition to 
“The Kitchen”, Katie can be seen regularly on Food Network shows “Best. Ever.” and “Beat 
Bobby Flay.” Outside of her culinary and literary adventures, Katie sits on the Celebrity Board 
for Feeding America and is an active support for 96 Elephants. When not working or 
volunteering, she enjoys surfing, traveling and playing with her pug, Fionula. She resides in the 
Hamptons and Tribeca - See more at: http://katieleehome.com/#sthash.DqrU4mqt.dpuf 
 
 
Leilani Munter 

 
Leilani Maaja Münter (born February 18, 1974) is an American race car driver and 
environmental activist. She drives in the ARCA Racing Series, and previously drove in the 
Firestone Indy Lights, the development league of IndyCar. She was born and raised in 
Rochester, Minnesota, earned a degree in biology from the University of California, San Diego 
and currently lives in Cornelius, North Carolina. 
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